
WAC 51-51-0703  Section R703—Exterior covering.

R703.1.1 Water resistance. The exterior wall envelope shall be de-
signed and constructed in a manner that prevents the accumulation of 
water within the wall assembly by providing a water-resistant barrier 
behind the exterior veneer as required by Section R703.2 and a means 
of draining water that enters the assembly to the exterior. Protection 
against condensation in the exterior wall assembly shall be provided 
in accordance with Section R702.7 of this code.
EXCEPTIONS: 1. A weather-resistant exterior wall envelope shall not be required over concrete or masonry walls designed in accordance with Chapter 

6 and flashed according to Section R703.4 or R703.8.
 2. Compliance with the requirements for a means of drainage, and the requirements of Sections R703.2 and R703.4, shall not be 

required for an exterior wall envelope that has been demonstrated to resist wind-driven rain through testing of the exterior wall 
envelope, including joints, penetrations and intersections with dissimilar materials, in accordance with ASTM E 331 under the 
following conditions:

 2.1. Exterior wall envelope test assemblies shall include at least one opening, one control joint, one wall/eave interface and one wall 
sill. All tested openings and penetrations shall be representative of the intended end-use configuration.

 2.2. Exterior wall envelope test assemblies shall be at least 4 feet (1219 mm) by 8 feet (2438 mm) in size.
 2.3. Exterior wall assemblies shall be tested at a minimum differential pressure of 6.24 pounds per square foot (299Pa).
 2.4. Exterior wall envelope assemblies shall be subjected to a minimum test exposure duration of 2 hours.
 The exterior wall envelope design shall be considered to resist wind-driven rain where the results of testing indicate that water did not 

penetrate control joints in the exterior wall envelope; joints at the perimeter of opening penetration; or intersections of terminations 
with dissimilar materials.

 3. The requirement for a means of drainage shall not be construed to mean an air space cavity under the exterior cladding for an exterior 
wall clad with panel or lapped siding made of plywood, engineered wood, hardboard, or fiber cement. A water-resistive barrier as 
required by Section R703.2 will be required on exterior walls.

R703.2 Water-resistive barrier. Not fewer than one layer of water-re-
sistive barrier shall be applied over studs or sheathing with flashing 
as indicated in Section R703.4, in such a manner as to provide a con-
tinuous water resistive barrier behind the exterior wall veneer. Wa-
ter-resistive barrier materials shall comply with one of the follow-
ing:

1. No. 15 felt complying with ASTM D226, Type 1.
2. ASTM E2556, Type 1 or 2.
3. ASTM E331 in accordance with Section R703.1.1; or
4. Other approved materials in accordance with the manufacturer's 

installation instructions.
R703.4 Flashing. Approved corrosion-resistant flashing shall be ap-
plied shingle-fashion in a manner to prevent entry of water into the 
wall cavity or penetration of water to the building structure framing 
components. Self-adhered membranes used as flashing shall comply with 
AAMA 711. Fluid-applied membranes used as flashing in exterior walls 
shall comply with AAMA 714. The flashing shall extend to the surface 
of the exterior wall finish. Approved corrosion-resistant flashing 
shall be installed at all of the following locations:

1. Exterior window and door openings. Flashing at exterior window 
and door openings shall extend to the surface of the exterior wall 
finish or to the water resistive barrier complying with Section 703.2 
for subsequent drainage. Mechanically attached flexible flashings 
shall comply with AAMA 712.

2. At the intersection of chimneys or other masonry construction 
with frame or stucco walls, with projecting lips on both sides under 
stucco copings.

3. Under and at the ends of masonry, wood or metal copings and 
sills.

4. Continuously above all projecting wood trim.
5. Where exterior porches, decks or stairs attach to a wall or 

floor assembly of wood-frame construction.
6. At wall and roof intersections.
7. At built-in gutters.
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R703.10.2 Lap siding. Fiber-cement lap siding having a maximum width 
of 12 inches (305 mm) shall comply with the requirements of ASTM C 
1186, Type A, minimum Grade II or ISO 8336, Category A, minimum Class 
2. Lap siding shall be lapped a minimum of 1 1/4 inches (32 mm) and 
lap siding shall be installed in accordance with the manufacturer's 
installation instructions or shall be designed to comply with Section 
R703.1. Lap siding courses shall be installed with the fastener heads 
exposed or concealed, in accordance with Table R703.3(1) or approved 
manufacturer's instructions.
[Statutory Authority: RCW 19.27.031 and 19.27.074. WSR 20-21-041, § 
51-51-0703, filed 10/13/20, effective 11/13/20; WSR 20-03-023, § 
51-51-0703, filed 1/6/20, effective 7/1/20; WSR 16-03-025, § 
51-51-0703, filed 1/11/16, effective 7/1/16. Statutory Authority: RCW 
19.27.031 and chapters 19.27 and 34.05 RCW. WSR 13-04-068, § 
51-51-0703, filed 2/1/13, effective 7/1/13. Statutory Authority: RCW 
19.27.031 and 19.27.074. WSR 10-03-098, § 51-51-0703, filed 1/20/10, 
effective 7/1/10. Statutory Authority: RCW 19.27.190, 19.27.020, and 
chapters 19.27 and 34.05 RCW. WSR 08-01-102, § 51-51-0703, filed 
12/18/07, effective 4/1/08.]
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